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Annapolis Conservancy Board 

March 13, 2013 
 

The Annapolis Conservancy Board (ACB) of the City of Annapolis held its regular meeting March 13, 2013, 
at the Roger “Pip” Moyer Recreation Center.  Chair Jennings called the meeting to order at 5:45pm. 
 
Present:  Chair Jennings, Vice Chair Dunn, Clift, Lippert, Chapman 
 
Absent: Baldwin, Fogle 
 
Staff: Savidge-Board Liaison 
 
Journal of Proceedings:  
 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 January 10, 2013 Meeting Minutes 

 There was a discussion regarding the section dealing with the Crystal Spring project. The ACB prefers 
the forested easements rather than a developed or farmed easement and suggested the possibility of 
another group accepting the agricultural easement with oversight/management conducted by the 
ACB. The Crystal Spring owner expressed concern with allowing fields or roads to be placed on any 
future easements if the current ACB easement language was used.   

 
 Vice Chair Dunn submitted written revisions to the minutes. A motion was made and seconded to 

approve the minutes as revised. The motion passed unanimously in a vote of 5-0.   
  

III. OLD BUSINESS 
 
A. 2013 Easement Inspections 

The ACB would like to perform some easement inspections as a group.  Mr. Savidge agreed to work 
to secure a transportation department shuttle/van for the day.  Chair Jennings and Mr. Savidge will 
determine a list of sites to visit.  Mr. Savidge will distribute a list of the remaining sites to visit at the 
May meeting.   
 

B. Legal Issues 
The Board requested bi-weekly updates from Mr. Savidge and the City Attorney on the following 
projects. 
 
1. Pedestrian/Bike Access at Post Haste  

Mr. Savidge reported that the City Attorney had met again with Public Works regarding signage, 
liability, parking, and sidewalk issues associated with this project.  The City Attorney agreed to 
solicit comments from the Department Directors on the best approach on moving forward with 
this project. The ACB would like to ensure that the sidewalk issues do not hold up the project.   

 
2. Memorandum of Understanding with County regarding Open Space Money 

Vice Chair Dunn mentioned that preserving some of the Crystal Spring property could be one 
way for the City to use its Program Open Space allocation funds.  Mr. Savidge agreed to provide 
an update from the City Attorney. 
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3. MET Cooperative Agreement 

Mr. Savidge distributed a draft of the MET Cooperative agreement for the board to review.    
 
4. Schubert Property 

Mr. Savidge reported that the City Attorney is working on Schubert property to put the 
conservation language into the deed. He agreed to keep the abreast once the changes are 
made.  

 
C. Dominoe Road Potetntial Easement tour 

Chair Jennings agreed to schedule the easement tour of this property.   
 

D. Village Green Easement Update 
Mr. Savidge reported that DNEP has allowed the fence to be placed through the easement and a 
number of other larger caliper trees to be planted on the edges of the easement.  He also stated that 
DNEP has required that the owner posts a bond to ensure that the existing trees are not damaged by 
the new tree installations. Mr. Chapman indicated that the bond on the trees should be at minimum 5 
years and a stipulation should be included where they need to replace any dead trees with native 
species.  He also mentioned that the Board should revisit the easement language with the City 
Attorney.   
 
Chair Jennings updated the ACB on her conversation with Mr. Smith in Planning & Zoning regarding 
this property.  The ACB does not want to set a precedent by allowing fences to be installed through 
conservation easements or strip easements.  Mr. Smith did not believe that this would happen as this 
particular project pre-dates many of the new policies.  Mr. Smith explained that the City met with DNR 
in the past to come up with a proper fence that would not be a wildlife or visual barrier.                
Chair Jennings will draft an official letter to P&Z regarding this issue.  
 
Mr. Chapman suggested that the ACB revisit the standard easement language with the City Attorney. 
The ACB did not have concern with other entities taking over easements and would be amenable to 
continuing to manage said easements.   

  
V. REGULAR BUSINESS BEFORE THE BOARD 

 
A. Review of Minutes of Other Environmental Boards 
 No action was taken on this item.   
 

B. City Legislative Update 
Mr. Savidge reported that there were no legislative issues of interest to the Board.  Vice Chair Dunn 
requested that Mr. Savidge review the proposed budget for any items of interest to the Board of 
which Mr. Savidge agreed.   

 

C. Green Infrastructure Update 
Vice Chair Dunn explained that the green infrastructure update is still in process so is actively being 
completed.    

 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Back Creek Nature Park Grant Request 

Mr. Savidge informed the ACB that former Mayor Moyer is interested in working with the ACB to 
secure a Maryland Environmental Trust grant for projects in the Back Creek Nature Park.  The ACB 
is interested in assisting in these efforts and suggested other appropriate grants to pursue.   
 

B. Annual Chair Elections 

The ACB deferred this agenda item to the May meeting to allow further discussion.   
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VII. ADJOURNMENT 

The next meeting is scheduled for May 9, 2013 at 5:30pm at Pip Moyer Recreation Center.  
With there being no further business, Mr. Chapman moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:08pm.         
Chair Jennings seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously in a vote 5-0.  
 

 


